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Lok Awaas Yatra is a
journey to celebrate the
achievements of select
initiatives in rural habitat
development that have
improved the quality of

life without environmental
losses. The yatra has been
initiated for exploring
pathways towards ecohabitat,
Most importantly, it
promotes learning from the
experiences of those villages
and settlements that are
more sustainable, disaster
resistant and most suited to

the needs of the people in
rural India.
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Starting from September 8, 2009 the five regional yatras across India,
each with three trails, will finally converge as a Lok Awaas Karmi
Sammelan at the national level in 2010.

The housing and habitat projects selected will demonstrate:

W appropriate construction technologies

W sanitation and water supply mechanisms suitable for rural areas

m livelihood initiatives in the habitat sector and

W institutional systems
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Lok Awaas Yatra Themes
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Low Carbon Construction Technologies focus onissues
of technology selection, application and maintenance for
building construction as well as operations that determine
the extent to which habitat development can be ‘green.
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Habitat Infrastructure explores  infrastructure
development that will enhance local skills, job creation,
balanced regional growth and increasing economic
worth in rural areas.
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Habitat-based Livelihoods theme explores habitat
initiatives that have created or supported ‘green’
livelihoods.
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Learning from 638365 Villages 28 States One Nation

“Live as if you were to die tomorrow
Learn as if you were to live forever”

—Mahatma Gandhi

Water and Sanitation looks at innovative solutions for

water supply and sanitation as a part of a larger system of

environmental health and sanitation - management of solid
wastes, rainwater harvesting, and management of green spaces.

Vel 3N WEwdl & i guihReiy ey AN wWewdr — o
Al & wEeE, av a1 @9 oK 9o sRa &9 & e & s
T & W9 # T MY ok weem & 7Y S W W B S
X 1 hfvad [ar a2

Social Housing looks at innovative implementation of
government schemes targeted at housing and habitat
development.
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Disaster-safe Construction is becoming an important

consideration in planning of habitat. Post-disaster

reconstruction is an opportunity to reduce the risk to
lives and improve environmental performance of habitats.
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Why a Lok Awaas Yatra?

Rural India today is facing difficult choices. Rapid energy
intensive development using urban blueprints promise exciting
modern amenities, but at the expense of natural resources. At
the same time, the status quo of abysmal living conditions with
little access to basic services remains. If construction is the
second largest polluting industry in India and one of the largest
employers, there exist huge opportunities for reducing carben
while increasing livelihoods through eco-habitat development.

Lok Awaas Yatra thus explores the middle path. It is a
journey to best practice initiatives of village communities,
panchayats, government departments and NGOs for the
benefit of rural habitat practitioners. This will help build a
common understanding of the practical groundwork required.
Designed to put the limelight on new ways of thinking, new
models of habitat development and new technology and
tools, the vatra holds the promise of adoption of ecohabitat
practices in large tracts of rural India. It will contribute to an
enabling policy environment for people-centred and low
carbeon habitat.

Why should you join the Lok Awaas Yatra?

You can expect an exciting and intensive five days of visit to
projects in the field and interaction with key resource people and
experts in real India. In this journey of collective learning, your
fellow travellers will be panchayat leaders, habitat practitioners,
functionaries, deve|opment proFessiona|s and students, grass
root workers and academia.

While the vyatra has an overall thrust on environmental
sustainability, it is strongly inclined towards initiatives that
promote:

m Social Equity: The yatra attempts to include models that have
succeeded in furthering social equity in habitat development
as benefits of development seldom reach the marginalised in
traditional approaches.

m Risk Reduction: It is imperative that all new buildings,
infrastructure etc. are disaster safe and the yatra focuses on
projects that demonstrate ways of addressing disaster risks.

m People’s Participation: At the heart of the yatra are projects
that have a strong base in people’s participation and where there
is local control over development.
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| would like to join the Lok Awaas Yatra in the (please select
one or more for the sub-yatras)

0 531 & Northern Region
 weg &= Central Region
U gférf &3 Southern Region
I uf¥=rl &1 Western Region
[ 9t &= Eastern Region
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My details are given below :
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| am interested to join the Lok Awaas Yatra because:
FElama:

[ w@rad w9 Panchayat member

0 = vem SR Local administration official
1 v wwar e &@ea NGO functionary

[ ©ra Student

§ fy=ferfaa wu & arar § dvreE & v/ §
| can contribute to the yatra in the following ways :
0 fa=im weren Financial support

Izt anfded Local hosting

0 sl dwerd Knowledge compilation
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| would like / not like to be considered for assistance for
participating in the yatra. | agree to travel to the starting

station and return from the concluding station on my own.
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basin-South Asia is a

Regional Knowledge Platform
committed to facilitating

the access of the rural

poor to sustainable habitat
solutions and providing
know|edge support to
grassroots agencies and policy
makers to implement their
mandates around adequate
habitat for all. It is housed in
Deve|opment Alternatives
whose mission is to reduce
poverty and regenerate

the environment through

the creation of large-scale
livelihoods.

In 2006-07, basin-5A
members prepared the
base document for the first
National Rural Housing and
Habitat Policy for India
under the guidance

of Ministry of Rural
Deve|opment, Governmenit
of India. As a next step, the
platform is organising the Lok
Awaas Yatra to learn from
good practice initiatives in
rural habitat.

Lok Awaas Yatra Partners
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Lok Awaas Yatra Supported by

Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft
0 Confédération sulsse
Confederazione Svizzera
b S h f Confederaziun svizra

Swiss Agency for Development
and Cooperation SDC

basin-South Asia Secretariat

B-32 TARA Crescent, Qutab Institutional
I Area, New Delhi - 110016
Alternatives

+91(0) 11 2686 1158, 2696 7938, 2680 1521

http:/fwww.devalt.org, Email : basin@devaltorg
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